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Greetings Friends,  

I cannot believe that AECA 2016 is upon us.  It is so exciting to see all 

that has been planned, prepared, and executed for the 55 th  Annual 

Conference.  Let me give you a sneak peak into what our week in Little 

Rock will look like.  

Our Meet and Greet Networking Event  will begin Wednesday at 5:00 

upstairs outside the ballrooms.  You may pick up your program, 

participation bags and t -shirts, if you are preregistered only.  We will not 

be selling shirts on Wednesday evening. After you pick up your 

conference bags and programs come around the corner to Salon C and the 

Balcony over looking the Arkansas River where we will have light hors 

dõoeuvres, cash bar, fun, and fellowship from 5:00-7:00pm.  This is a time 

to reconnect with your peers, old friends, meet new friends and grow our 

early childhood family.  

On Thursday, we will be spending time with Dr. Lori Peek . Dr. Peek is 

from the Colorado State University. She will be speaking to us about the 

importance of being prepared for disaster and the trauma that comes 

with devastating times. She is co -author of the book, òChildren of 

Katrinaó and will be sharing stories from her experience during this time.  

I was so shocked to know that the last child was reunited with their 

family 7 months AFTER Katrina.  Can you imagine the fear, sense of 

abandonment, heartache this child must have experienced during this 

time of tragedy? The National Office of Emergency Preparedness and 

Save the Children will be sponsoring this event.  We are very excited 

about these partnerships.  

Thursday at 11:45am we will be having a Directorõs Luncheon.  This 

event has been tailored as a thank you to all of the Directors in the state 

that work tireless hours and do so sometimes without a òthank youó or a 

òWe appreciate you!ó  This event is free to the first 200 Directors that 

signs up.  All you have to do is mark the box on your registration.  There 

will also be special bags and òswagó exclusively for this Directors event.  

Thursday Evening will be our òRockinõ in the Rockó fundraising 

event . We will be spending time together with food, fun, fellowship and a 

live band.   

Continued next page.  
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A  

Estimados Educadores:  

Queremos invitarlos a ver los recursos proporcionados en español por SECA. Si visitan nuestra página web http://

www.southernearlychildhood.org/  busquen Materiales EN ESPAÑOL y hagan un clic en el enlace http://

www.southernearlychildhood.org/materials -en-espanol/.  Aula Infantil  es una revista completamente en español 

que nos da ideas prácticas para los maestros de la educación infantil.  La revista académica Dimensions of Early 

Childhood  proporciona un artículo en español en cada número. Además, nos gustaría extender una invitación a 

someter manuscritos originales en español que se enfoquen en diferentes asuntos y temas de la educación infantil. 

Dado a que estos manuscritos serán sometidos a un proceso de revisión por pares, también necesitamos revisores.  

 

Para más información favor de contactar a SECA: 1-800-305-7322 or  info@southernearlychildhood.orgȢ 

 

 

Dear Educators:  

We want to invite you to see the resources provided in Spanish by SECA. If you visit our website 

http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/   look for Materiales EN ESPAÑOL and click on the link 

http://www.southernearlychildhood.org/materials -en-espanol/. Dimensions of Early Childhood  provides an article 

in Spanish in each issue of the journal. Aula Infantil is a magazine that gives practical ideas for early childhood 

teachers in Spanish.  In addition, we would like to extend an invitation to submit original manuscripts in Spanish 

focused on different issues and topics in early childhood education.  Since such manuscripts will go through a peer 

review process, we also need reviewers.  

Please contact the SECA office for more information: 1-800-305-7322 or  info@southernearlychildhood.orgȢ 

Come dressed in your favorite decade of music, come as your favorite musician, band, singer, whatever 

your little musical heart desires.  This is strictly a time for fellowship and fun in the Riverview Room 

on Thursday evening from 6:00 -8:00pm. After a full day of conference, come unwind by the river. Please 

mark that you will be attending on your conference registration. This event is $35.00 and all proceeds 

will go to continue the work that is being done through AECA for the children and early childhood staff 

of Arkansas.  

Friday is going to be a jam -packed day as well. Dr. Becky Bailey will be keynoting at our Friday 

Luncheon. Dr. Bailey will also be leading a Q & A session immediately after the keynote address.  We 

will also be honoring our fellow colleagues with several different awards this year not only from the 

Division but from AECA as well. The excitement is building for a wonderful Conference Friday.   

Saturday our conference will conclude with Dr. Marianne Gibbs sharing with us about the importance 

of sensory integration in our classrooms and giving children hands on experiences. We are very excited 

to have Dr. Gibbs with us this year.  

I cannot wait to see you. We are a family and family needs to spend time together.  

See you in a few weeks. 

 

Elizabeth Scudder  

AECA President  

Message from Our President, continued  
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The Arkansas Child Development and  

Early Learning Standards: Birth through 60 Months  is 

HERE!!!!  

This document brings together previous standards that were divided 

by age into one birth -through -60-month continuum.  

This resource can be accessed on the Division of Child Care and Early 

Childhood Education Website under resources at  

http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/Pages/ResourceCenter.aspx  

CCDBG Health & Safety Requirements  

The Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Act of 2014 

requires States and Territories to have health and safety training re-

quirements and professional development requirements in place by 

September 30, 2016.  This means that all new and existing caregiv-

ers and teachers must meet these training requirements by this 

date.  Online training is available through the Division website at 

http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/Pages/CCDBG -Health -

and-Safety-Requirements.aspx  

TAPP  certified training is available throughout the state offered by 

the University of Arkansas Early Care and Education Projects. The 

course titled Child Care Orientation Training meets the CDBG 

requirements. All ECEP courses are registered on the Arkansas Pro-

fessional Development Registry  website.  Or you can click here to  

http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/Pages/ResourceCenter.aspx

